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Transit at a glance -
- WA commuter rail systemn between
= Lineoln and Ormaha could gener-

A commuter line -

betweenOmaha
not carry enoigh
people to qualify for. - -

federal funding.

" BY ALGIS J.-LAUKAITIS
Lincolr Joumal Star )
Building a commuter rail sys-
tem to serve Lincoln and Omaha
would cost abéut $80 million, but
finding the money won't be easy.”
For starters, there wouldn't be
enough riders to meet the thresh-
old for federal ing. So most of
the money for such a project
would have to come from finan-
cially strapped state and local gov-
IMMENts. . .. - - ~eiie, e
- Those findings were in the Ne-
braska: Transit Corridors - Study:
sent.to the Nebraska Legislature

on Tuesday. The report examined -

the state's transportation. corri-
dors, . especially those in larger
cities. It focused on using trains
and buses for commuters along
thoseroutes. © . fv .. i
- “There’s no doubt that the tim-
ing is real bad with the budget
problems we are having in the
state,” said Duane Eitel, chainman
of the Nebraska Transit and Retail
Advisory Council. “If this study
would have been done afew years
earlier, this would have been easi-
ertolookat” - ... ..
The 1i-member group con-
ducted the study with two con-
sulting firms. - Lo
Eitel said the study, begun in
October 2002, doesn't make spe-
cific recommendations on which
form of public’ transportation
state and local - governments
should embrace. It notes moie
and more states are looking at in-
tercity rail passenger services as a
way 1o ease interstate traffic con-

' ate between 141,000 and

B Daily express bus rideérship be-
tween Fremont and Omaha
“would range from 24,000 to
_29,000; daily ridership between
.Blairand Fremont wouldbe -
about 28,000 to 32,000, *
W Commuter rail: Total capital
costs for track and station im-
« - provements and rolling stock for
-:a commuter rail system would

- be about $79.3 million. Operat

ing subsidies could range from
.$3.9 million to $4.2 million in. .
2010,
M Express bus: Total capital costs
... for new park-andide facilities
. .and.rolling stock and other ,.

. amenities total $3 million for Lin--
- cointo-Omaha; $2.1 million for ..
.. -Fremont-Omaha; and $2.1 mit -

:-lion for Blairto-Omaha. Operating
subsidies could range from .
--$198,000 to $270,000 in 2010

for Lincoln-Omaha; from .
$51,000 to $64,000 for Fre-
mont-Omaha; and $18,000 to

- $24,000 for Blairto-Omaha in -
thatyear 0o
M Existing trackage would be used

“ but additional sidings and rail fa-
citities would be built. -~
B There would be no weekend

. senvice offered on rail or bus, but

", trains could serve special’

gestion and provide more travel
choices. [
The study was funded with a
$200,000 federal grant and about
$6,000 in private donations. Law-
makers created NTRAC in 1999

- but did not appropriate funds for

the study. Members were appoint-.
ed by Gov. Mike Johanns,

" See RAILROAD, Page 3B

"4.99,000 riders per day in 2010..

- Railroad .?

Continued from Page 18
“Ouryole was to give the facts

' tothe Legislature, and it will be

upto them to decide whereto go
next,” Eitel said.. - L )
A meeling will be scheduled
with the Legislature’s Trans-
portaton and Telecommunica-
tions Comnmittee in January.

Dan Lutz, a board member of -

ProRail Nebraska, which s&.l -

orts rail transportation, said he
aras disappointed with the study
but not surprised by some of its
findings. .

“The most crippling result of
it was the finding that the pro-
jected or estimated number of
riders would not meet the stan-
dard for receiving or applymg for
federal aid,” Lutz said. “We kuiow
it wou!d have a rough ride in Ne~
braska under the best of condi-
tions.” L
The study said a rail system
would cost about $76 per new
rider in 2010. To get federal
funds, that figure would need to
be $50 or less. It also would need
to be between $12 and $25 to se-
riously compete with other proj-
ects aro the nation. Howev-
er, express buses had per-rider
costs that were considered good
for federal funding. :

Lutz said he was not com- '

pletely " discouraged by : the
studys ﬁndmags .

“We're glad that the study got
done and it will provide abench-
mark,” he said.

If a rail commuter system
were built, Lincoln would have a
station in northeast Lincoln, a
depot and a maintenance facili-
ty that could be built for about
$14.3 million. The only stop be-
tween Lincaoln and Omaha
would be in Gretna.

Lutz said -his group -has -
pushed for a stop in Ashland, so ..
idets could visit Mahoney State: .-

Park, the Strategic Air and Space
Museurn and other attractions.
“] dont think they looked

closely at the possibility of

added ridership, which rmight
have helped tip the balance,
Lutz said. -

Eitel said consultants looked
at building a station at Ashlpnd,
but not enough potential riders
existed to justify the cost. That
could change once the rail sys-
temn was in operation.

Some viewed the study as a
way to eliminate the need for
more lanes on Interstate 80, but
Eitel said that was not its pur-
pose. )

“There are not many choices
in Nebraska on how to get from
Point A to Point B,” Eitel said. “If
you want to get to Omaha your
choices are limited, so this
would give more choices for
transportation.

“\Emeﬂler itis worth $80 mil-
lion is a question for the Legisia-
ture to decide.”

Reach Algis ), Laukaitis at 473-7243
or alaukaitis@journalstar.com.

1



